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MEMBERSHIPS : Memberships in the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club may be obtained 
by writing the above address. Annual Memberships fall into the following 
categories: Active $5,00, Joint (Husband and Wife) $6.00, Contributing $10,00, 
Corresponding (residing 20 miles or more from Hamilton) $2,50, Student(over 18) 
$2,00, Junior (under 18) $1.00, Meetings are held monthly September to May. 
Field Trips are planned throughout the whole year. The Wood Duck is published 
nine times yearly and is mailed free to all members. 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS 1 CLUB EXECUTIVE 1976-77 


Past President - 
President 
1st Vice Pres. - 
2nd Vice Pres. 

& Programme Dir. 

Treasurer 

Secretary 


Dr. Chauncey Wood, 231 Rosemary Lane, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 2K6 
Mrs. Marion Shivas, 18 Rowanwood Ave., Dundas, Ont. L9H 4E1 
Mr. Paul Attack, 14 Cameron Drive, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 2L3 

Mr. Ford Smith, 708-360 Torrance St., Burlington, 0nt.L7R 2R9 
Dr. Lawrence Gould, 11 South St., Hamilton, Ont. L8P 2W1 
Mrs. Jo Harschnitz, 84 Leslie Ave., Hamilton, Ont. L9C 1M3 


Directors 

Membership - Mis 
Publicity - Mr. 
Sanctuary - Mrs 
Field Events - Dr. 
Conservation -JDr, 
Wood Duck Editor Mis 
Social - Mrs 
Director at LargeMr. 


s Evelyn Morris, 401-107 St. Josephus Drive, Hamilton L8 n 2G1 
Dave Copeland, 28 Sandalwood Ave., Hamilton, Ont. L8T 2E3 
. Marion Shivas, 18 Rowanwood Ave,, Dundas, Ont, L9H 4E1 
Robert MacLaren, 79 Elmhurst Dr., Hamilton, Ont, L8T 1C5 
Walter Glooschenko, Carlisle P.O., Ontario LOR 1H0 
s Hazel Broker, 52 Paisley Ave. S,, Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1V3 
. Joan Peters, 511-1854 Main St. W,, Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1H8 
Alan Wormington, 54 York Road, Dundas, Ont. L9H 1L4 


N OTES FROM THE EDITOR* S DESK 

HATS OFF TO DAVE COPELAND!- - The display telling of the activities of the 
Hamilton Naturalists ? Club which he placed in the case in the foyer of the R. B. 
G. Headquarters is excellent. A real eye-catcher. Unfortunately weather forced 
the cancellation of the H. N. C. January meeting depriving many of the membership 
the opportunity of seeing Dave's efforts. Thanks Dave for a job well done. 


ROSS THOMPSON TROPHY DEADLINE IS MARCH 31ST - Junior Members, do get 
your 1976 bird lists ready for submitting. See page 61 of the December 1976 
issue of the Wood Duck for instructions. Now is the time to begin your 1977 
list. Do keep careful records. 


The Editor’s file is now empty. Where is that article that you were 
going to write? I NEED IT. Sincere thanks to all who have contributed to the 
Wood Duck to date. Such interesting experiences and so well written. It has 
been a pleasure to put your writing in print. 


As many of you know, I will be resigning from this position as Editor 
of the Wood Duck at the end of May. I plan to retire from teaching and I 
hope to do some travelling in late*77 and early *78 so will be unable to 
adequately carry on editorial duties. Volunteers would be appreciated to fill 
this position and others on the executive and committees for the 1977-78 
season. Do speak to Marion Shivas or to any of the present executive if you 
can offer your assistance. You will find the work of the H.N.C. interesting 
and rewarding. There are many ways in which you can serve. 


Hazel Broker. 
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WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 

Mr. & Mrs E, A. Robson, 720 Ashly, Burlington, Ontario. 

Mr. & Mrs John Strob, R. R.# 2 Lynden, Ontario LOR 1T0, 

Mr, David Verity, P.O. Box 849, Burlington, Ontario 17R 3Y7, 

Mr, G. Quinney, 209 Chartwell Rd., Oakville,. Ontario L6J 3Z7. 

*********** 
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EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY 


****************************************************************************** 
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MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING MONTHLY GENERA L ME ETIN G 

« i ' ’ } ,* • 

Date and Time; MONDAY. FEBRUARY 14, 1977 at 8:00 P.M. 

^ • 

Place: Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens, 

Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario. 

Speaker; MR. DEREK SPINDLOW , will present a slide programme 

" A DECADE IN EPEN n 

Mr. Spindlow spent 11 years in Nairobi and has 
travelled extensively in East and South Africa . He 
has an excellent slide record of these interesting 
areas. Do come and bring a friend. 

VISITORS ARE WELCOME STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRES HMENTS 
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OTHER EVENTS OF I NTE REST TO NAT URALISTS 
AT THE ROY AL BOTA N IC A L GARDEN S 

WEDNESDAYS. FEBRUARY 2, 9, 16 and 23, at 7:30 P.M . . BASIC OR NIT HOLOGY 
AND BIRD WATCHING . Meet at Headquarters. 

An introduction to bird study for beginners. Topics will include 
the basics of bird descriptions; how to recognize birds in the fields; 
a survey of the major bird families in the Canadian fauna; binoculars, 
telescopes, and field guides; aspects of behaviour, including 
territorialism and migration; foods of birds; attracting birds to 
one's property. The required text is Birds of North America , by 
Robbins, Brunn, Zim, and Singer. Please.register by January 25. 

Fee $12.00 (includes text); $7.00 if you provide your own text. 

Hosts - Dr. James Pringle and Mr. John Lamoureux. 

For information and registration contact the Royal. Botanical Gardens, 

. Box 399, Hamilton, Ont.L8N.3H8 . Telephone 527-1158. • 


I t 


(continued next page 
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OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST TO NATURALISTS {continued} 


HIKE WITH THE IRCQUOIA BRUCE TRAIL CLUB • . . ; 

--" ■ -■ . • —■■ ■ • 

S UNDAY. FEBRUARY 20, 1977 at 10:30 A.M. (6,7 miles)- Hike from Mount Albion 
Road to Sam-Lawerice Park, mainly through bush and in the city of Hamilton. 
Time for this hike is approximately 3% hours. Dress warmly and bring a 
lunch. Start at Mount Albion Road arid finish at Sam Lawrence Park, 

Leader - Gene Murphy Burlington 643-2662 


WINTER EXPERIENCE 1977 - MOUNTSBERG WILDLIFE CENTRE 

• • • • . • *• . . • * 

Do you .like the quiet open country and the great winter landscape? Are you 
tired of waiting in line to use ski tox^s rambling up crowded slopes? Experience the 
tranquility of winter at its best at the Mountsberg Wildlife Centre, opex*ated by 
the Halton Region Conservation Authority. 

/ 4 


Horse drawn sleighs .will take you through quiet woodlands and open fields on 
an interesting trail that is complete with feeding stations to attract winter birds* 
Join the cross country : skiing boom anc} use; the facilities at the 1300 acre Wildlife 
Centre, Iwo well marked trails guide cross country skiers and snowshoe hikers across 
ten miles of varied terrain. Skate on a well sheltered pond and keep warm near a 
crackling fire. Hot drinks and food ax*e available in the Interpretive Centre where 
you can keep warm and enjoy one of the conservation interpretive programs. Bring 
nothing but your family and warm clothes - cross country skis are available for rent. 
The programme runs every Saturday and Sunday from 10:00 a,m. to 5:00 p.m. until . 
March 6, Cost is only $2,50 per car, . 

FEATURES: . “'V ., • . 


This year the Conservation Authority has a total of 3 working teams of 
horses and sleighs to accommodate the increase in participation in the 
Winter Experience program. 


The skating area consists of a large well-sheltered farm pond with 5 
fires set up to take the chill out of the brisk winter air, 

i C 1 i i . . * »‘ - * i . i , 

This year the Conservation Authority has set up a rental concession for 
cross country skis in order that people may try the fast growing sport 
without initially investing in the equipment, 

i • t , 

, • .. # 

Trail guides for the Pioneer Creek and Lakeshore Lookout Trails are 
available at the information window in the Interpretive..Centre, 

Be sure to visit the new wildlife exhibit area that has a number of 
wild animals on display, A number of feeders have also been set up 

to attract many Kvrinter birds. 

• . . « 

, * ’ * * .• • ' 

There is a complete interpretive program available in the Interpretive 

Centre every Saturday and Sunday,, Slide presentations and films high¬ 
light the program that includes topics for children and adults on 
conservation, resource management, natural history and.-winter recreation, 

i .. • 

• (continued next page 


> 
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O THER EVENTS OF IN TERES T TO NATURALISTS (continued) 

This year the Interpretive Centre at Mountsberg will be presenting an 
Environmental Puppet Program each weekend in the auditorium. The times 
and topics for the Puppet presentation will be posted in the Interpretive 
Centre. 

As a special feature this year, the Wildlife Centre will be providing 
special demonstrations on environment and winter recreation topics on 
Sunday afternoons. Topics and times are listed on the information 
pamphlet that is given to each car upon entering the Conservation Area 

The barn is open each weekend for children to view the many farm animals 
on display. 

From Hamilton, take No. 6 Highway north . North of Freelton 
follow the signs to the Mountsberg Wildlife Centre. 

(Editor*s note; The programme at Mountsberg changes with the seasons so there 
is always some tiling new to make a visit worthwhile.) 

ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft 
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SPRING HAWK WA T CH - BEAMER POIN T, GRIMSBY 

by Dave Copeland 

The spring migration of hawks will soon be upon us. This will be our 
third year of organized viewing. Already, we have made some exciting discoveries. 

Foremost, has been our documentation of Red-shouldered Hawks moving into 
Ontario. Also, we have made some interesting non-raptor sightings such as the 
Sandhill Crane seen two consecutive springs almost a year-to-the-day apart! In 
addition, we nearly doubled our count of hawks the last spring over the previous 
spring. This year we are hoping for even more. Grimsby, Ontario, ranks foremost 
as Canada*s number one location for spring hawk observation. 

In an effort to achieve better coverage , we have invited observers in 
Toronto, Hamilton and Buffalo to participate in this year's watch. A six-week 
period from March 13 to April 30 has been chosen as an initial objective for daily 

coverage. 

Hamilton area observers will be responsible for the following days: 

March 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 

April 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 24, 25, 

a total of sixteen days. During this period 8 hours of coverage daily is 
preferred if possible. 

Volunteers are needed to fill this schedule. Please call me (383-5515) 
if you are interested. In any event, I'll be calling you. 

IMPORTANT*. DAILY COUNT SHEETS FOR THIS PAST FALL ARE NOW DUE. PLEASE FORWARD 
THESE TO MY ATTENTION. THANKS! 

David Copeland, 

28 Sandalwood Ave., Hamilton, Ontario. 

L8T 2E3 
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vi3i t _ to a i* or.rarer: 

Air'U?t 2 ,.19 70 


0,00 

_ * . 


by Pen HaT>worth 


■ Paveral. of tie oarh naturalists war? planning a 3?ccmc: trip into 
the interior in search of a snail noruce bog designated, as a sensitive 
area on their overall plan. The first attempt a few weeks earlier had 
been unsuccessful but they felt rore confident this tire having examinee 
an aerial photograph of the area, apparently , it was rather snail in 
area but scattered recollections of the few others 'who had visited the 
.boo in previous years presented an enchanted, picture .of exotic veo-etatio 
too strance to relieve. 

Little did I know this would ;,>e the highlight of my visit to 
Son echo Provincial Park as I entered the Nat. Shack’ to inquire if 
anyone knew which species of orchics I could find in blOcr at that tire 

of year. Information was sparse except for the oosaibilitias of a -rail 

• '■* • • •• 

spruce hoc; locates vaguely cn the topographic mao. 

“He are planning to no there cn Fonday and would you like to 
cone alone;?* 1 * ...... 

Hot to refuse an offer like that, I was ready bright and early 
* one ay morning along with txia only other person to show us , par?; natur¬ 
alist. , Ken Hook. 

Following the clues wassed down from previous visitors, we set 
out along Highway {141 looking for the old .Addington Road„ There was 
supposedly an old trail intersecting the Addington Pc ad which either 
le 6 to , or oesc ac naar, the .boa 0 

Failing to fina either, we headed through the bush following 
a small creek which led into the area. On our left was a hiah rocky 
ridge vnich we used as a directional guide., According to the rap,, this 
riuae eventually turned away from the creek to skirt the ss'awwv area 
where the bog was located,• As the undergrowth alone the creek became 
r.'.ore dense, we scalled. the ridge and followed a Ion a the tow „ 

• Alreacy ■, our path had taken us by snail patches of winterareen„ 
bunchbarries, faded, tiws of ctarflower, twin flower, an occasional stall: 
of the tall northern .hoc orchid and even one epigactis helleborine which 
up to then had net been listed as a park sweeies. (This was one of thre¬ 
flowering plants I chanced to see during that visit.) !:7ow f alone the 

top of the ricVe, a. swell but beautiful lake care into view, a-widening 
of tiie creek oelow. After pausing to take so r ’e pictures we continued,, 
passing several twisted spires of slender ladies 7 tresser- in bloor and 
eventually linking up with an old foot path. 

Perhaps this was the trail v/e were looking for? It he a. dec down 
fron the ridge .into the spruce forest below and v/e hurried on enthusiasm 
c* - 1 J* o * er awhile, it became apparent that we roust have already 
passed tne bog so we decided to backtrack to the small lake wa saw 
earlier in order to take a cc rap ass bearing into the swamp. 

This time, heading down from the rid.ee was rather rcueh going as 
we each forced our way through the dense growth. It was hard to ?:eap 
any kind of a straight line but the sun was hi ah and we aired to keen 
it tight above our left shoulder as it was when v/e started down, 

before Iona, the ground became decidedly wet and the dense sprue 
growth yielded, just enough to expose a. bright green carpet of sphagnum, 
but still completely hidden from the sun, IT act step seemingly disappear 
as we -tapped from hummock to hummock or across the miniature trails 
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Visit to a Northern Dor (continued) 

user by snail animals. Dare? we our f'" rst acquaintance with the 

strance insect eating pitcher plants , but they lay pals and ling due. 
to lack of sunlight, Not far away were the distinctive leaves of 
literally dozens of pink ladyslippars and numerous leaves of another 
bog orchid not identified. 

Looking further ahead f we could see a glimmer of sunlight 
indicating a clearing beyond the tree", "a penetrated one last barrier 
emerging into bright sunshine and the greatest treasure of all, '7e 
were suddenly at the edge of open water, the very heart of the bog. 

It was not more than about 200 feet across and maybe just over 500 feet 
long. Had we bean off course a mere 100 yards, we would have surely 
missed the whole thine, or -era we just lucky? 

Anyway, it was well guarded on all sides and for the longest 1 
time we just stared trying to take it all in. All sense of time was 
lost as we intruded, ever so carefully. A vast garden of bo<~ treasures 
lay at our feet with literally thousands of purple pitcher plants, 
glistening sundews at the water’s edc- 3 , brilliant displays of bladd.erwoi 
bog rosemary, and white fringed orchids. 

In many ways, it seemed like a tr~nsplant from the more familiar 
Lake Huron shoreline, but here we couldn’t stay lone in one place for 
fear of sinking. Each step reverberated with undulating waves across 
the turf. Everything was in delicate balance and we could just not be 
accommodated, The thought of opening a. hiking trail to the area seemed 
ridiculous. 

'•7e retreated to the tree line and carefully followed the margin 
to make sure we had not missed anything. ? any of the wnita frinoed 
orchids were past their peek but others further back were still in bud, 
.any other species we probably missed because they weren’t in bloom 
but I suppose that’s one of the hazards of inexperience. However, one 
thing we could discern was the crystal surity of the water. Already, 

Ken was making plans to return to collect water samolas. 

Right now, who even cared .if we could find our way back to the 
car. Dut, it was well past noon and people were waiting back at the 
campground. So, reluctantly we had to depart. 

Finding our way back to the car was no problem at all. 7e just 
followed the trail to the Addington Road, and walked on out practically 
to where the car was parked. Finding the trail took a little more tire 
but I don’t remember much of that. 

The experience should be a must for every naturalist, but I 
understand there is an easier way. Closer to home, there is a sirilar 
boa called the Difton Dog at London, Ontario. It would be well worth 
a visit especially if guided by someone who is knowledgeable. Ouch an 
experience instills respect for our fragile environment, and. th° need to 
preserve everything we can for others to enjoy. 


******** 

***** 

* 

YOU ARE MOVING? Please send us your new address before you do. If you forget, it 
now costs us 8 cents to find out chat you are no longer at your old address. Then 
there will be another 8 cents to remail the Wood Duck to your new address whenever 
we discover where you are. 
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TUB L . ”.3.0. BIRD -3 A .DING WORKSHO P 

' by Brian Karschnitz 

Last Auoust I had the privilege of attending the Long Point Bird 
Observatory Jirci Banding Workshop. I was picked up at. tne Sirncoe bus 
station on Wednesday the 18th by Erika Lunn, our leader. Fron^tnere 
we wsr° driven to Back us House , which is located in Backus Conserva ..ion 
Area.'"backus House is the L.P.B.O.'s headquarters building. They have 
several mist nets located in the adjoining fields and forest ana we .o.t 
these ug on -toursday. -7e spent the whole day around the house baunino 
small birds such as warblers and sparrows. le banded about o , 11 

total. On Friday we went by boat out to the .oreakwacer, whicn is loc t . 
ted about half-way out on Long Point. The L.*.3.0. has a small cabin 
there where the birds were banded. The first day that we were _ toe re 
we caught 65 small birds, and. observed several thousand nulls incluoinn 
Little and Frrnklins culls out on the mud. flats. The two most common 
gulls were the Sonaoart and Herring gull. That night we slept out in 
pup tents and there were literally hundreds of mosquitoes, boo inside 

and outside the tent. 

The next day we also banded, birds and caucht a total of 59. ^ s - 
were highlichted by the capture of a Golden-wincred 7 arbler. The nex 
morning, which was Sunday, we headed back to Backus House. Tuere ' 7 - 
were shown how to do skinning and then tried a bird of our own. respite. 
the fact that I had a Robin which had been hit by a car I think iv. 
looked worse when I was finished than it. did ween I starter- In the 
afternoon we drove out to a nearby sewage pond to loo.c for v.uc.vs. - lOV 
ever all we saw were some Blue-winged Teal and Pal lards. That nigne 
instead of going to bed we set up the mist nets in tne hope o, eaten 
a screech owl. On our first trip out to check tne nets we _discovers. r 
bat flying around the front hallway. *e managed to chase it outsice 
quite easily and although we saw their outside all mgnt, no more got 

into'the house. 

P± about 2 o'clock we discovered one of the nets has broken away 
from the top of the pole. We think that an owl may have hit n and 
none right through. Other than that it was an uneventful nxo.it anc. 
although we heard several owls we cauoht nothing. 

All -in all, it was just fantastic and I really enjoyed myself. 
There were four other people who attended the workshop witn me ana 
they were - Bobby Kay from Sarnia, Steve Lougheed from Guelph, Paul. 
Rickies from Guelph also, and 7 'ark Sproule from Mississauga. 

•kftftftftftftftftft'kft'k'kicft'kit'kft'k'k'k 
ft ftft ft ft is ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft 
ftftftftftftft 


A NEW CANADIAN MAGAZINE FOR CHILDREN 


OWL is a Canadian magazine for children - full of fun about the world 
around us” It is published by The Young Naturalist Foundation and replaces 
The Young Naturalist" formerly published by the Federation of Ontario Naturalists. 
In OWL there are stories by the best Canadian writers. Every issue has a pull¬ 
out animal poster. There are science experiments, a newspaper grab-bag of news, 
reviews, jokes and riddles, how-to articles on all kinds ot outdoor activities 
from gardening to flying a kite, puzzles, games and things t.o make. 

10 issues $6.00 20 issues $11.00 

. OWL Magazine, 59 Front Street East, Toronto, Ont. M5E 1B3 
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3 A r *K3 FIITD A HAPPY M-F.D IA.N 
The Los Ananias Times 

Los Angeles - The or assy shoulders a ad, in some locations, the broad 
open cantre dividers of Southern California freeways are off limits to 
man, except in emergencies. 

Mice, lizards, erasshoppers and a number of other snail creatures hays 
picked up on this situation and, swampina peace and q-uiet for relative 
safety, have adapted themselves to living in the middle of these busy 
roadways. 

They have closed their ears to the roar of cars, trucks and motorcycles, 
many of which pass within inches of their hideouts. 

But they have at least one big problem, and. that is a small, handsome 
hawk - almost white-tie-anci-tails in appearance - fittingly known as th 
white-tailed kite. 

Kites eat mice and grasshoppers in oraat numbers, and this should make 
residents and businessmen alone; the freeway happy about the paradox ... 
that accounts for the presence of kites in growing numbers alone these 
great traffic arteries. 

Paradoxical because,, says one; ornithologist, it is somehow inerrainat 

in most of us to think of hawks as creatures of the remote hills and 

% 

quiet places far from human activities. 

Yet freeways, considered by many ecologists and. conservationists to be 
one of man’s most blatant encroachments into the natural state of thine 
may be one of the major reasons why white-tailed kites have made a 
startlino racoverv from near extinction in California. 

•JL 

Until about three years arc they were listed an a rare and .endangered 
species. 

' ; It got to the point where there were maybe 22 pairs in all of Orange 
County/" said Peter Bloom, a raptor (bird of prey) bandar for the U.Po 
department of the interior,, "Now there are at least 100 pairs - nay be 
250 or 300 pairs. 

Gordon rfarsh, curator of the r use urn of Systematic Siclc^y at the Uni¬ 
versity of California, Irvine g said he has seen as many as 100 birds 
roostinr in one area where, a few years aao, he was thrilled to occasit 

* r 

ally glimpse one. 

Motorists by tha thousands now can see kitas on just about all the 
freeway systems, gently fluttering their wings as they hang over one 
spot along the shoulder or in a median strip, where they have spotted 
a mouse or an insect. 

Bird, books still list them as rare throughout their range, which, 
includes southwestern California, southeast Texas, parts of Florida, 
and Chile. 


population skidded larnely because, a few years back, they were 
hot inciscriminatelv," said. Jim northern, curator’s assistant 


'Their 

being s.i^<- xiiv -t.^ j.^. v, 
at the Los Angeles County Museum of natural History. 

"But in the last 10 years t.hay've made a comeback, largely because the 
freeways are ideal for them. Men can't shoot guns along the freeways. 


(from The Spectator) 




100 

A MERICAN CHS3TNUT TREES 11M .IMG A COMB3AGE? 

(submitted by Laurel North) Thursday, December 10,19 75 

(by hill Williams - Special to The Christian Science Monitor, Winston- 

Salem, North Carolina 

Is the fabled and now scarce chestnut tree, once so common to 

this part of the country making a comeback? There are some encouraging 
signs that it is. 

'■ /hen I was a crirl, you could no out on the back porch and hear 
those chestnuts falling down in the woods like hail.” This is the way 
one woman in the Appalachian foothills of T ilkes County, North Carolina, 
remembered the days when chestnuts we re as common as white oaks and 
pines in these parts. The giant trees wera wiped out by a blight early 
in this century. 

Letters from this woman and over 200 others supply the indica? 
tion that t.ie chestnut tree is making a return. They write in response 
t.o an article in the March, 1975, issue of "'Mildlife in North Carolina.'’ 
Writer Jim Dean asked readers to report any remaining chestnuts. This 
Wilkes County woman wrote that a large native American chestnut tree 
was growing and producing chestnuts near her home. 

Mr. Dean- says*that nostalgia probably played a large part in 
what he called ’’Over response'*to the article. A lot of the reports 
" we re false alarms, : he said, 'chestnut, oaks, horse chestnuts, which 
aren't good for anything that I know of, and chestnut sprouts. - ’ 

He says he rarely gets more than three or four letters, so the 
response was unprecedented. 

Roots from the enormous trees that began dying in the early 
part of the 20th century still produce sprouts which sometimes grow as 
hign as 20 feet. Jut then they are struck by the fungus, usually before 
they osar chestnuts. Most scientists think the disease was brought 
from China or Japan in the 1890 's. Pathologists describe it asthe most 
destructive fungus pest known to forestry.' 1 The funo-us consists of 
many tiny threads and it spreads beneath the bark of the tree until the 
che s tnut finally dies. 

For. many years the public was told that every chestnut in 
American had perished from 1 the blight, but a man in .Maryland kept saying 
it just was not so. His efforts resulted in the article in”'7ildlife in 
North Carolina’ and the subsequent discovery of a number of chestnut 
trees. 

Leo P. Pahl of Pasadena, Maryland, has volunteered his nursery . 
to save the American chestnut. Through publicity in various wildlife 
magazines, oe has been able to grown hundreds of the trees from chestnut 
til at people send him. from, trees healthy enough to produce fruit. It 
is his hope that one of these seedlings will prove resistant tothe 
blight since the parent tree was sealthy enough to produce nuts. Bio¬ 
logists, however, are. skptical that one healthy tree can produce another. 
It's just not tnat simple, said Peter D. Jaignl, a biologist from Make 
Forest University. 

IJhen I r. Pahl retired in 19 72, he began planting chestnuts ant. 
has 300 seedlings left over from last year after giving 200 each to 
Gettysburg and Manassas battlegrounds. He said he will send seedlings 
to any-one who is willing to pay postage and handling. 


(continued next page. ) 




1.01 


American Ehostnut Trees taking a Comeback?( c ontinued) 

Michael H. Seams ter, the worth Carolina "'Jildlife Resources 
Commission's forester for western Worth Carolina, has seen the Rilkes 
County tree and measured it at 72 feet high. It has a 50 foot crown 
spread and its diameter is 30 inches &t 4 1/2 feet above the ground. 


EDITOR'S 
H ami1ton 

chestnut 

present 


COTE; The American Chestnut was once 
area. Some of us with houses built in 
woodwork in living and dining areas, 
status of the American Chestnut in this 


a common tree in the 
the lata 1920's have 
Can anyone report on 
area? 


the 


Th 


SPIDERS ARE SPINNERS 

/•Jnen a thousand gleaming strands vanish as we move or a grubby 
cobweb conspicuous in lamplight disappears in light of day, the silken 
world of spiders seems an illusion, but the sticky contact of these 
invisible threads upon our hands or faces is indisputable evidence of 
their presence especially in attics, cellars, and other out-of-the-way 
places. Still, the beauty of a dew-spangled, orb or streaming gossamer 
on a warm October day may compensate a bit for our less pleasant 
encounters with the spider’s handiwork. 

u , Appropriately, 'spider ' is a corruption of the old German 
spinder" for one who spins, and spiders certainly excel in this, 
oilk ia a xibrous protein(fibroin) extruded in liguid form through 
spinnerets at the base of the abdomen. The liquid silk hardens on 
contact with the air to form a tough, sticky strand that may stretch ; .. 
more than 1/5 its length before breaking. In fact, silk of the Nephila, 
or Golden Silk Spider found in soutnern U.S. and the tropics, is the 
otrougest natural fiber known and massive webs of this species sometime: 
serve as bags and fishnets for South Sea Islander. 

Other spiders produce tiny durable strands, sometimes as small 
as one millionth on an inch in diameter, tnat may be emloyed as '’hair" 
lines in various optical instruments. Attempts t.hava also been made to 
obtain spider silk for use in textile manufacture hut in 1866 when Dr. 

3. G.//ilder developed a tecnnique for collecting it, he was disappointed 
to discover that nearly 5,000 spiders were needed to produce material 
sufficient for one dress. An equal number of silkworms could oroduce 
twice that amount and this and other factors precluded development of 
a sp-ider silk industry. 

Although people may find the silk of some small use, it is 
indispensable ror spiders. Many species use it to construct simple 
or elaborate snares to capture prey and there is always something 
fascinating though macabre in an observation of the spider's masterful 
use of tnis o.evice. iJever in danger of falling into its own trap, it 
enters boldly to wrap a silken shroud around its victim. If the spinne: 
can not be found near tne snare, it is sometimes possible to attract 
it to the scene by lightly tapping the web to simulate the struggles of 
a trapped insect. Some species have become so dependent upon their web: 
that they seem clumsy arid vulnerable away from them. 

Although silk is so often used to snare and secure prey, it is 
also used in the construction of nurseries, mating bowers, and protec¬ 
tive retreats. The Trap-door Spider constructs a'plush, silk-lined 
.ourrow as o.eep as 10 inches with a neatly hinged door at the entrance. 
Others, such as the Hammock Spider, spin a densely woven sheet-like 


(continued next page ..,) 
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S p.iders Are Spinners ( c ontinue d) 

wab that serves as. a lair and an obstacle to ore da tor 3 . Silken sacks 

i-m 

are also spun to protect the eggs, and these cocoon-like capsules can 
ofeten be found in the web or hidden in crevices and under debris. 

dost spiders also depend upon silken draglines. Like the ropes 
of a mountain climber, the dragline allows the spider to avoid or 
recover quickly from falls, or to escape from enemies. Whan a sudden 
pluge is necessary, the properly strung spider may return, if it chooses 
to its original position by retrieving the dragline, a line composed of 

two or sometimes four relatively large strands drawn together from the 
spinnerets-. 


• ) t: 


Ballooning'’ may be the most fascinatino aspect of the spider's 
use of silk. To accomplish this the spider crawls to the tip of a 
plant, branch, or other promontory and allows the breeze to pull silk 
from its body until sufficient mass is obtained to lift it from its 
perch. Once aloft the spider may collect and release the threads and 
exercise some control over its movements. Such air-borne spiders usually 
traval under 200 feat, but under certain conditions they may reach 
altitudes of: 10,000 feet and drift 200 miles or more from their point of 

origin. Ballooning takes place throughout the warm months but is most 
con: 

metiiod, tu uisoerss iroir, me nurseries. uairoy 

to stimulate this activity. In North America, 5i gossamer” is the usual 
name for floating skeins of spider silk that may be seen at this time of 
year but the phenomenon has been noted elsewhere. In France it is 

called "fils da la Vierge" and in Germany ’’Ilarienfadaiv' or "Our Lady’s 
Threads. u 

Cobwebs may be a nuisance but they are a symbol of success and 
survival in the animal world; the unique though ubiquitous calling card 
of the spinner. 

(from Mature Centra Mews, Kalamazoo Mature Centre Incorporated, Kalamazoo 
Michigan, U.S.A. Mo. 108, October 1976) 
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spicuous in the fall^ when untold thousands .of spiderlings use this 
nod,to disperse from* the nurseries. Balmy days after cool nights seen 
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BI RDS ALO N G TIIE NIAGA RA RIVE R 

by Hazel Broker 

The weather for the annual H.N.C. Field Trip to the Niagara River on Sunday, 
November 21, 1976 was dull and cool but 60 keen birders gathered at Niagara-on-the- 
Lake and began the trek to Fort Erie and beyond. We were pleased to have members of . 
the Guelph Field Naturalists' Club join us for this outing as well as birding 
enthusiasts from London, Windsor and Michigan, U.S.A.. 

The day proved to be interesting and rewarding. Herring, Ring-billed, and 
Bonaparte's Gulls were many but a Black-headed Gull was sighted by a few oi the group 
at Niagara-on-the-Lake, Two Iceland Gulls, a Glaucous Gull, a Franklin's Gull, two 
Little Gulls and several Greater Black-backed ..Gulls .were seen along the river. The 
highlight of the day, a Lesser Black-backed Gull, was observed above the falls. 

Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, Lesser Scaup, American Widgeon, all three 
species of Scoter, a Hooded Merganser, several Horned Grebe and a Purple Sandpiper 
were among the forty or so species seen by the group. Thanks to Bob Gurry for anothei 
well-organized and very instructive day. A map for every driver kept the group intact. 
A great idea. I was not misplaced even once,quite-a record for me . 
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CH RiSTMAS nlRD COUNT - 1976 


, Uamirt° n , Ont. 5 4 <J l6'N 79 C '52'W, centre at Yo-rkkand Dundum Sts., all points 
witiln n 1^)—]nile diameter circle be include H ciniilton. part cf e>urlinp;tcn. Lake 
Medad, Water-down, Millgreve, Greensville, Dundas, Sulphur Springs, Ancaster, 
Sc.-uthcc-te, Hannon and pa rt of Steney Cree k; e levaticn 245 to 1000 ft.; ijiixe d 
woods 33/o, towns 30$, open water 20$, p lowland 8$, old Fields 8$, marshes 1$. 


Yl.ack- 

ui wu ri3 ft, 

i( . d-hre' st d .. ..t . tc..f26; Brown 

Varied Thrush 1; 


^ ec ’ ^ 1 a .m. c tc g8pFm. WAnM.W, ©.*-3©lj^.plhar,SBnwwc(risrrlefec 3PiM. : Water 

mostly ffiam>ou23mcstly open. Wild feed crop fair. Seventy-two observers; 

m 32 parties, 11 at fe eders. Tota 1 party-hours, 207 (164 on foot, 43 by car) 
plus 56 at fe e ders; total party-miles, 540 (217 on foot, 323 by car). 

Count . Horned Grebe 1, Great Blue HHeron 3; Mute Swan 2 ; Whistling Swan 1; 
Oa na da Geese 128; Ma Hard 1430 ; clack Duck 36 0, Gadwall 2; Pinta il 6, American 

iToll ^ rr ^ ern Shoveler 1; Wc.cd Duck 1; Redhead 58; Canvasback 14; Greater Scaup 
1300, Lesser Scaup 8; Common Goldeneye 4 30; Bufflehead 200; oldsquaw 180; Harlequin 
Duck 1; King Eider 1; White-wing ed Scoter 1; Ruddy Duck 3; Heeded Merganser 7; 
Common Merganser 5 600; Red-breasted Me rganser 6l; Sharp-shinned Hawk 2; Cooper's 
H.wk 1; Red-tailed Hawk, 120; Rough-legged Hawk 3; Marsh Hawk 2, American Kestrel 
3b; Ruffed Grouse 11; Ring-necked Pheasant 99, American Coot 2; Glaucous Gull 12; 
Iceland Guil^2; Iceland Gull (Kumlien's) 1; Great Black-backed Gull 433; H erring 
or ML 250; Ring-billed Gull 73; Bonaparte's Gull 5; Rock Dove 717; Mourning Dove 
2 ’„. creec ^ Great Horned Owl 13; Long-eared Owl 12; Saw-whet Owl 1; belted 

Commcn Flicker 6: Pileated 3" Hp i r^r 3 P*t 

capped Chickadee 740; white -breasted Nut r tc i 6l; it d-hre r st 

Creeper 23; Winter Wren 8; Mockingbird 2; American Rebin 90;____— 

He rent Thr ush 3; Swainscn’s Th rush 1; Golden—crowned Kinglet 38; Bohemian Waxwing 
1; Cedar Waxwing 600, Northern Shrike 14; Starling (43,000)(roost); Yellow-rumped 
(Myrtle) Warbler 1; House Sparrow 2200, Red-winged Blackbird 2; Rusty Blackbird 4; 
Common Grackle 3; Brown-headed Ccwbird 23; Cardinal 238 ; Purple Finch 49; C -mmon 
Redpoll 18; Pine Siskin 34; American Goldfinch 410; Rufous-sided Towhee 1; Vesper 
Sparrow 1; Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Juncc 630, Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco 2; Tree \ 
Sparrow 820; Field Sparrow 7; White-throated Sparrow 22; Swamp Sparrow 73; Song 
Sparrow 158; Lapland Lrngspur 1; Snow Bunting 340. 

Total , 91 species (2 additional races); about 67,250 individuals. 

Observers: Donald Daon, Minnie ordenkirchen, Redvers mume, Hazel broker, 
Fred uudworth, William Campbell, Barry Cherriere, David Copeland, nill Grins, 

John Cunraing, floberfe rd Dinniwell, Robert Finlay son, Hadley Gray, 

Leslie Gray, Edwin Griffin, F. M. Grightmire, Lily Grightmire, Audrey Hawkes, Tom 
Hince, Wallace Hopkins, Daryl Hcwes-Jcnes, Raymond Hughes, Mark Jennings, Mcrma 
Lang, Maurice Layer.ck, Charles and Ruth Lenz, Elizabeth LeWarne, Martin Lyons , 

Rebert MacLaren, Anthony Mason, David McCorquudale, Robert McKdrracher, Kevin 
McLaughlin, H uber Moore, Hugh Morgan, George North (compiler—857 Eagle Dr., 
Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3), Laurel North, John Olmsted, Ton Plath, David and Thelma 
Powell, Anne and Tom Reid, George Rice, Ron Ridout, Mark Rotes; n, Gary Rousseau, 
Robert Sargeant, Eunice Smillie, Edna Smith, William Smith, Rick Snider, Heniy 
Sprague, Stephen Sprague, Robert Stamp, Ruth Summers, Sam Tabcne, Jack van Ncstrand, 
John van Nc strand, Christ< pher Verady, Mabel Watson, Gerald W'hitw erth, Harvey 
williams, Jennifer weed, Patricia weed, Sarah wood, Stephanie Weed, Alan Wormington, 
David Wright, Brian Wylie (Hamilton Naturalists' Club). 
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N OTEWORTHY BLIP HE 0 PHDS 

Number of species recorded to December 31 1976 - 285 

* - indicates first record for the year 

F - indicates first record for the migration 

H orned Grebe Dec. 30 1 Confederation Park Wormington, Wylie 

RbSh ead Dec. 31 350 Coronation Park Oakville Robert Curry 

G oshawk Dec. 6 1 R.B.G. Grey Doe Trail Robert Finlayson 

Sharp-shin. Hawk Dec. 30 1 Martin’s Lane John Carson, R. Curry 

Cooper’s Hawk Dec. 27 1 92 Hostein Dr Ancaster Robert Curry 

Bald Eagle Dec. 3 1 imm. Dundas Marsh R. Finlayson 

Am. Whimbrel May 24* 1 East end of Bay William F. Smith 

Kumlien ’ s Gull Dec. 26F 1 West end of nay Alan Wormington 

Saw-whet Owl Nov. 17 1 R.-o.G* Grey Doe Trail R. Finlayson 

Dec. 26 1 11 ” " " Finlayson Wormington 

Eastern Phoeb e Dec. 5 L 1 Webster's Falls ravine Gary Rousseau 

N. Mockingbird Dec. 20 1 Hampton Ct. Burlington Mrs. Loeffler 

Dec. 30 1,1 Martin’s L., Hostein Dr. J. Carson, R. Curry 

Varied Thrush Dec. 26 1 male 12 nr&ntwood Dr Dundas Hugh Morgan 

Hermit Thrush Dec. 30 1 Martin’s Lane Carson, Curry 

Swainson's Thrush Dec. 26L 1 W of Willow Point Alan "Wormington 

Eastern bluebird Dec. 18L 1 CNR at Dundas Golf Club Huber Moore 

Ruby-cr.. Kinglet Dec. 5L 1 92 Hostein Dr Ancaster Robert Curry 

Bohemian Waxwing Dec. 26 1 Maple Ave., Dundas George Rice 

Myrtle Warbler Dec. 30 1 Skunk's Misery, Anc. Carson, Curry 

Yellow-headed 

Blackbird Dec. * 2 7 Grandview, Galt fide N. Chesterfield 

Oregon Junco Nov. 22 on 1 92 Hostein Dr Ancaster Robert Curry 

Dec. 30 on 2 92 Hostein Dr Ancaster " " . " 

Number of species recorded to January 16 1977 - 87 

Horned Grebe Jan. 1 1 East end of Bay Bryant, Curry, Jones, 

Great r>lue Heron Jan. 1 1 Stelco Rec. Park " Mason, Olmsted 

Ja n. 16 2 Milton Mark Jennings 

Mute Swan Jan. 1 , 2 7> 10 oronte, Clarkson Norths 3 Wormington 

Whistling Swa n Jan. 1 1 La Salle Park Laurel & George North 

Gadwall Jan. 2 265 Lake at Clarkson Rd. Finlayson. Wormington 

Pintail Jan. 1 5 East end of Day oryant, Curry et al. 

■oaldpate Jan. 5 1 oronte Mark Jennings 

Redh ead Jan. 1 11 East end of j->ay Curry, Jones et al, 

Canvasnack Jan. 1 4 East end of oay " ” 11 » 

Lesser Scaup Jan 1 3 East end of uay " " " 

Harlequin Duck Jan. 1 1 Confederation Park Curry, McLaughlin 

Ruddy Duck Jan. 3 1 East end of j-jay Kevin McLaughlin 

H ooded Merga nserJan. 2 4 East end of uay McLaughlin, Wa lker 

Red.-br. Merganser Jan. 2 4 Catholic Cemetery McLaughlin, Walker 

Goshawk Jan. 1 1 King's Rd at H wy 403 William F. Smith 

Jan. 17 1 Forest Glen R. Westmore 

Sharp-shin. Hawk Jan. 2 1 Oakville Marsh Mark Jennings 

Jan. 8 1 Brock Rd. at Hwy. 97 Wormington, Wylie 

Rough-legged Hawk Jan. 9 5 Hagersvi lie Curry, J. Hanna 

Marsh Hawk Jan. 3 1 East end of oay Kevin McLaughlin 

Ruffed Grouse Jan. 1 7 Sulphur Springs Curry, Olmsted et al. 
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Gray Partridge Jan. 1,15 2, 10 Tapleytown Curry; Wylie 

American Coot Jan. 1 1,1 ^ronte; Stelco Rec. Area Norths; -^ryant et al. 

Glaucous Gull Jan. 2 1 Catholic Cemetery Kevin McLaughlin 

Ring-billed Gull Jan. 1 1 Bronte Laurel & George North 

lack-1. Kittiwake Jan . 2 1 imm. Catholic Cemetery McLaughlin, Walker 

Screech Owl Jan. 1 1 Martin's Lane ^ryant, Curry et al. 

Long-eared Owl Jan. 1 12 Herdon Road Curry, Olmsted et al. 

Ja n. 2 , 9 1, 3 ^rente Woods; Guelph Line Jennings; Smith 

Saw-whet Owl Jan. 2, 8 1, 2 i>ronte 'woods; Henderson Rd. Jennings 

-uelted Kingfisher Jan. 1 1 , 2 La Salle Pk; Willow Pt. Norths, Jennings 

Yel.-sh. Flicker Jan. 2 1 westdale Park Kevin McLaughlin 

Pileated Jan. 2 1 Optimists' Park, ^ronte Mark Jennings 

Woodpecker Jan, 9 1 Dundas Hydro Station Wm. F. Smith 

Horned Lark Jan. 2 30 Woodland Cemetery K. McLaughlin 

N. Horneu Lark Jan. 15 50; 55 Hwy 5; oinbrook Bob Westmcre 

Hoyt's Horned Lark Jan. 15 4 at McCoy Foundry Bob Westrnore 

Red-br. Nuthatch Jan. 1 3 Filman Road Curry, Mason et al. 

Brown Creeper Jan. 1 2 Martin's Lane " " " 

Winter Wren Jan. 1 2 N. Shore olvd. E. Mark Jennings 

Carolina Wren Jan. 2 1 oronte Woods Mark Jennings 

N. Mockingbird Jan.,^, \ 1, 1 Westdale; ,Campde n ; Alf Epp;, Curry et al. 

Brown Thrasher Jan. 1 1 ^ronte Road Peter van Dyken 

American Robin Jan. 1 40 Martin's Lane Curry, Olmsted et al. 

Varied Thrush Jan. 1 on 1 Brentwood Dr Dundas Hugh Morgan 

H ermit Thrush Jan. 1 1 Filman Road Bryant, Curry et al. 

Golden-c. Kinglet Jan. 1 1 Filman Road " " " 

Bohemian Waxwing Jan. 4 1 Forsythe A T ”e. N. Huber Moore 

Cedar Waxwing Jan. 1 35 Ancaster Curry, Mason et al. 

Northern Shrike Jan. 1, 15 1, 1 Powell; Summers Burlington 

E. Meadowlark Jan.9^15 6 , 3 Hagersville; Southcote Curry; Westrnore 

YYellow-headod Jan. 1 1 male Galt-Cambridge fide N. Chesterfield 

Blackbird Jan. 17 1 11 " 11 " Wcrmington et al. 

Red-winged El. Ja n. 8 5 Dundas Bryan Wylie 

Rusty blackbird Jan. 1 1 Oakville Don & Joan Gunn 

Common, Grackle Jan. 5 1 Eagle Dr., Burlington Laurel North 

•or.-h. Ccwbird Jan. 5 17 Eagle Dr., Burlington L. & G. North 

Pine Sisken Jan. 2 1 Churchill Blvd Oakville Wormington 

Rufous-s. Towhee Jan. 1 12 Watson's L., Dundas Mabel Watson 

Oregon Junco Jan. 1 1 92 H ostein Dr Ancaster Robert Curry 

Field Sparrow Jan. 8 4 H ayesland Wcrmington, Wylie 

White-crcwned Sp. Jan. 1 4 Winona Ray H ughes 

White-thrcated Sp.Jan. 1 2 watson's Lane, Dunda,s Mabel Watson 

Swarnp Sparrow Jan. 1 20 Hendrie Valley Bryant, Curry et al. 

Song Sparrow Jan. 1 10 Hendrie Valley " " 11 " 

Lapland Longspur Jan. 8 1 Hwy 52 at Hwy 2 Alan Wormington 

Jan. 9 20 Fidler's Green Road Chauncey & Sarah Wood 

Jan. 12 2 4th Line & U. Middle Rd. Wormington 

SnowwBunting Jan. 8 ,15 180 ; 350 Hwy. 52; Hwy. 5 Wormington; Westmcre 

Other birds seen Jan 1 st: Ca nada Goose, Mallard, Black Duck, Greater Scaup, C. 
Goldene ye, nufflehead, Oldsquaw, C. Merganser, Red-tailed Hawk, Am. Ke strel, 
Pheasant, Great lack-backed Gull, Herring Gull, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Hairy 
Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Blue Jay, C. Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, White¬ 
breasted Nuthatch, Starling, House Sparrow, Cardinal, Purple Finch, Am. Gold¬ 
finch, Slate-colored Junco and Tree Sparrow . 

—George W. North, 857 Eagle Dr., Burlington, phone 634~5463 
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